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SERMON 


QUEEN. 


| Ephel. iv. 31, 32. | 
Let all bitterneſs, aud wrath, and anger, and 


clamour 4 and- evid-ſpeating, be put \ away 
from you, with all os ye find 
one to another, tender-hearted , 'forgivin 
..one another, :even as God for Chriſt's {a 


bath forgiven you. 
\ Epiſtte' tothe Epbeſitts' St: Poul feems 


propoſe to" himfelf thete 7 wo things: Fir#t, 
The confirming" their Faith; by:laymg open 

the whole Myttery "of their Salvation; 'and-com- 
parity - t' with-che”- Mifery of their 'former:Hea- 
then-ſtate, in'the three m_ Chapters; And' then 
| 2 the 
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the perſwading * em to exprels their Gratitude to 
Almighty God for ſo great a Deliverance, by the 
Exerciſe of all thoſe Chriſtian Vertues, which 


that moſt Holy Diſgenſation was defign'd to.1n- 


troduee. 
This latter part of his Deſign he enters on in this. 


Chapter, and opens it with an earneſt-Perſwafion. 
to Meekneſs, Unity, Charity, and Condeſcenſton ; 1n- 
forcing it all along with great ſtrength of Reaſon, 
from their being. Members of one Body, from wry 
being governed by one. and the ſame Holy 
having one Hope of Eternal Life, one Lord C ia” | 
one Faith in him, one- Baptiſm-in his Name, one 
God, one Father of all ; from the ſeveral Gifts of 
Chriſt to Ins Church, all tending to preſerve and 
advance- this Unity among 'em: and” at-laſt, to 
ftrike at the very Cauſe of thoſe Diſorders, which- 
hinder'd its Increaſe, He concludes, Let all bit- 
terneſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil- 
ſraking - be put away you, with all malice :- and: 


| | na. doe that Exhortation with the Example - 


of our merciful God , that unexhauſfted Fountain 
of infinite-Goodnefs, he adds, And be ye kind: one 


to another, tender-hearted, = another, even. 
as God for ChriF's ſake hat 
Thedrift of the ſeveral Expreſſions inthe Text, 


ts to- perſwade us. to. Atts. of oncord and Charity, 


and. to. diſlwade us from: all. the Obſtacles to t, 
which. 


 beforethe QUEEN. 6 
which that unruly, Paſſion of Anger. lays in out 


wa 
The general Head of corny is ry too 20 argeand 
too nicea Nature,to be ſtated wh 
Particulars, within the com of fray ;and 
therefore,aft on fn. a word or two the 
difficulty of My ether Tacks I ſhall chuſe to fix our Inqui- 
ries more particularly on.that Vice, or Paſſton of Ans - 
ger, which chiefly oppoſes it. . I ſhall endeavour to. 
thew you the folly _ Vunreeonblnſ; TAPS it in its Riſe, 
a Nature and Effe&s ; with 

lick foams Fg ate dandy back 
rar eaſonings with. the. ſeveral Rules and Ex-- 
amples to this ſe, that are to be met with in 
the Goſpel. | ſhall, in-the. Cloſe, the. force - 
of what has- been ſaid immediately upon, Our 
Selves.; and ſhew,, of what preſent Uſe and Ad- 
vantage the. Argument 1s to us.. 

It is not ſo hard to perfwade Men that Chari- - 
ty is a Duty, as- it-is to fix. the Bounds and Li-- 
mits of it ; not many, I think, who.own theme 
ſelves Chriſtians, will diſpute their Obligation to+ 
mutual Forbearance and Condeſcenfion, b 


few, if an in its Meaſures "and 
wi Befo1.z tho thoſe Peadices - Which an obſtinate - 
or RN and worldly Inte- 


agony otry and falſe Zeal, _ 
Aer ry gy = ob o pervext our- 
Judgments, in. applying. this Duty. to WPEIOINE- 
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Caſes ; there is.difficulty enough in the nature of 


-the.thing, The very different Judgments, even 


cool-and. thinking Men frame, of the ſame Action 
ſufficiently Dy it. What by'ſome may'be jadg- 
ed but a ker ſteadineſs, by others is interpre- 
ted ar! obſtinate ftubborneſs, a peremptory ftifnels, 
and a'ſtreightneſs 'of bowels and'what appears 
to one a neceſfary a tenderneſsand forbearance, is 
-efteem'd by others a baſe and treacherous compli- 
ance. | The Apoftles themſelves found it no eafre 
task to adjuſt'this Matter: The ftiff adherence of 
the Jewi/h Converts 'to the Moſaical Ceremonies, 
which they thought unchan ngl, and their obſtt- 
nate defire of ei up partition-wall between 
them ani the Gent ch they would not un- 
derftarid''to be broken down , Tniſed no' ſmall 
Trouble and Difſention' in the Church at Anti- 
oþ : and when the Apoſtles and Elders'tame to- : 
gether at Jeruſalem, to decide the Queſtion, 'Whe- 
ther the Gaamile * Profelyres ſhou'd be oblip'd to 
Circmcifion, ' "twas' not till after there. bar been 
murh di iſputing, g, (as we learn from'St:' Luke ) that 
they'came to the Reſolution of not Tying any new 
burthen upon them, nor Pputting'a yoke upon the necks 
of the bf ciples, which neither their own fathers, ' nor 
they themſetves were able to bear.” And even after this 
Decifion, (whith,one'would have thonght, had ſer- 


. Ted the Point ) St. Peter coming to Antioch did eat 


with 


before thr "QUEEN. 
with the Gentiles ; hk eng 


tender of giving fcandal to Them he withdr 
ſpeed hn of, fearj oihCates * the Cir- 
s It; 


» oh face, as  oſenbing and ing ned upriqhs- 
arc to the trath of the ( z 'whom'St: 
Peter *tis ain Ly Ao pradtice'judg odg'd as much too 
Riff and inflexible to thoſe of the - Circumcifion. 
So'different have been'the:Judgments even of the 
beft affifted and moſt enlighten'd-Perſoris'cotieerns 
ing the meaſures of this "Duty when it came 
once to be applied to a'partict r Caſe: 1 + 
But yet how difficult ſoever it may be to ftate. 
this nicely*in- its full extent , thus much, which-- 
1s tore to our” preſent * purpoſe; "botfi from: the 
Writings of the Noadtiens and'fronmtheir” " 
mes to lie plain before us: Thar the Unity of the - 
Cinch nd the Charity we owe» to-our Neigh- 
liges'us not 'to'do or fay any thing /how-. 
ever innoceht in it ſelf ( unleſs "ingag'd wit by 
Duty, or ſomething like —_ Which byrea- 
fon of” his pf on may 
pur him out of the way Ys artnet; cvfaindat: hi 
Advancement in it; Mar fels; how. different 
ſoever'our Opinions may be, or on either hand;how . 
well foever g are we to dive way'to bit- 


terneſs, anger, wrath, z evil-Peaking, or _ 5; 
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ſo as either to employ 'em our ſelves, or be pro- 
vok'd by 'em to revenge, when they are us'd 
againſt us: but rather ought we to be kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, f proving one another, even as 
God for Chriſt's ſake bat Auk us. 

It the violence-of Anger werenot oof it ſelf in 
+ ea Oppoſition to the Law of Chriſt, and that 

eekneſs it injoins, yet its miſchievous EffeQs, 
both. on our ſelves and others, are-enough to make 
it juſtly be deteſted ; and convince us1t can never 
be well employed but -on it ſelf: that It alone 
calls for all that Bitterneſs and ill Language it 
uſually breaks out in ; and truly merits that moſt 
implacable Revenge it generally animates ; which 
is never ſatisfy'd but in reducing its Obje& be- 
low the power of doing us an Injury. The Diſ- 
order it cauſes in our Minds, our Blood, and our. 

irits, deſerves indeed all the Reſentment it rai- 
ſes ; but the Paſſion is too irregularto be ſo well 
directed, and we are too much heated to judge ſo 
truly of its Application : we blindly miſ-place it 
on our innocent Neighbour, and lay the weight 
of that on our Brother, which is only due to 
our own Pride or ill Nature. 

For. 'tis an Anger, which is Wrath, that is here 


forbidden, an er of Revenge or of R . 
which owes ge .either to an | dan pry 
of our ſelves, or too mean a one of other men. 

Man 


4. aq c<. 
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Man is but too a to be full of himſelf to 
love Dominion and Ind > That Boſom- 
flatterer , Self-love, enlarges the Profpett of all 
his good "Qualities, and the View propor-, 


tionably of his Weaknefſes or Faults : but turns 
the Glaſs to log one other Men, and 
ts or entation , as 
Fs ape with the Intereſts of pegs, = 
he would eſtabliſh for himſelf. _ Hence he natu- 
rally grows captious and quarrelſome. - If others 
(as well they may ) refift this Uſurpation : if 
they not onl Nefo e to ſubmit to it, but look up- 
on the very Pretence to it as unreaſonable and ri- 
diculous ; and return it with Contempt, or Inju- 
, or the like Attempts in their own Favour ; 
e ſenſe of this diminution goes deep into his 
heart ; he trembles, and art 4 it the danger 
of thoſe Defig Defigns his Revenge gs him: or, 
if the execution of that fon, out of his 
power, he breaks out into loud and paſſionate cla- 
mours, into haſty threats, and bitter revilings; 
confeſhng his impotence, by the very means 
he would appear formidable, and defeating the 
utmoſt efforts of his -malice; by diſcovering its 
aims. 
Now what temper can there be, which is leſs 
able to expr-ed it ſelf, -either to Reaſon, or to the 


Principles of the Goſpel ? Mo Foundation i * - 
is 
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FO 
built upon is as weak as the' Pafſibn.is violent ; 
and the one tloes ri6t diſorder and cotifound our 
Reaſon, more than. the other ſhocks and contra- 
EET TA I, HA 
There'is'#n Equality-in Men'as-fich,'whereon 
all the natural. Duties are founded,” that make us 
eafie or uleful-to'bnt another; 'an' Infringement of 
this, isan Ufurpation'on Minkind ; 'and whoever. 
draws. t6o-large a.fhare'to himſelf of 'a common 
Right, will be juftly Took'd-upon by others as a 
general Invader. ' "Tis this unjaſt preference of 
our ſelves makes us'touchy'and captivus-: we think 
more'due. to” our ſelves than others. in reaſon can 
allow us ; and that makes vis fret at the Difap- 
intment : 'if we infiſt on our Demand, * Others 
_ as good a __ to'make it upon'Us ; and if 
Both continue. obftinate, this can end 'in nothing , 
but continual War and Confafion :* before we can: 
poſſibly treat , we. muſt reduce- our ſelves to this 
uality; for.when a Superiour difates, 'tis rather 
an Impoſition than an Agreement. 3-0 
But ( to ſuppoſe a.Caſe which rately happens), 
ſhould we think ſoberly of our. ſelves, and th 7 
our Neighbours ; ſhould our Anger not- have Ka S- 
unegual Grrounds of Vanity and -Preſumpticn ; were- 


We wholly. blameleſs, and.T hey the faulty Aggre(- 
ſours ; yet neither.in:This Caſe can Anger ever re- 
concile 1t ſelf to Reaſon. For.whatever fine things 

| ſome. 
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ſore Philoſophers may have ſaid of 1 it tothe con- 
, how-4t isan Weapon to defend: us 
from Inj juries,” and a uſeful'Spur to many Vertues : 
tis-a frange fort of Weapon whack; governs the 
Man who weilds it, and a very ' dangerous Spur 
which drives him dowr 4 Whoever 
pretends - to govern --it by R ; mult either 
change its Nature, or loſe his vw mult be 
ſubdued and before ut can be quiet. / "Tis 
the Charatter of Anger, not: to-liſten to 
Reaſon ; 1impetuous it is andturbulent.in-all ts Mo- 
' tions, rafh-and violent in-all its Reſolutions, bitter 
and revengeful-inall- its Bafgnec lien: Anger 
be abated to ever ſo low z fo long as it 
is Anger,” twill :be a'Defive: Revenge, and' a 
Paſſion thatWelights it ſelf in the Profpett of the 
Ruine of the Offender : a Pleafufe, that is as much | 
below the Goodneſs of a 'Vertuous Man, as "tis be- 
neath his Wiſdom, to/ gives his! Enemies the miſ- 
chievous Pleaſure, of -—_—_ they can clieil | 
him. 
They give us a'very wrong motion:of.] | 
who make Anger its Akffant'; ;.and as il} a one of 
, whio derive the force-of it from-thence. : * 
No reaſonable Man would defire. to-have his + 
Cauſe come before a- Judge- that is/in wrath; it 
may blind him indeed, and-leavertim the chance 
of doing Right, but can = make him diſcern- 
2 ing 
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ing.and impartial. There's a.coolneſs|of Temper 
abloturcly-neceſlry: to, Juſtice, that Re: Temp it 
the-leiſure;ef looking into. bath. fides ;, and Cou- 
rage too. requires. a. tight of the Danger : "Tis a 
mad Fury. that. tranſportsa: Man, when. he ruſhes 
on, without: Sight or Knowledge of the Danger 
he caſts-himſelf into 3 his Mind. is- hurried away 
in the Storm. from all thoughts of his Defence, 
and he-falls on his Enemy without Senſe or De- 
fign ;. like: a: weighty, Ruine, only to break him- 
ſelf, on. him, to pieces. *Tis a noble Generofity 
and Conftancy of Mind, which affords the moſt 
fubſtantial defence againſt Injuries, and gives the 
manlieſt Vigour to our Courage. Whoever is above 
the reſentment of an Injury, hasplac'& himſelf out 
of the reach of its. torce ;, and he tht is unmov'd 
at the: fight of his er, will never ſhrink in 
the Confli& with:it. He that'takes no notice. of 
an Enemy, gives him the libetry, of. forgetting he 
is ſo. itzon only and. a dread of Revenge, keep 
up in him the memory of the Difference, and 
make- it ſo: very. difficult: for. Him to Forgive an 
Injury; who. has been ſa; hardy, as to,Do one. . 
In:a word, the. very firſt. motions of. Anger in 
their. own: Nature- direftly, tend to-. the ſubvert- 
ing .our: Reaſon; Give. it ever. ſo little. head; it 


\ ſpon. becomes. Irreſiſtible ;_ and, when once intire 


and. abſolute Maſter, can end in nothing bat Rage 


and- 
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and clamourous, mean» and- falſe. to bt 
—_ ends; if ſullen and malicious, full of Diſ-- 
pleaſure,and inwardly tormenting;if bitter and re- 
vengeful, adding weight to Injuries already re- 
ceivd, and provoking yet more, to fill- up the 
meaſure of its Puniſhment. There are ſome ſorts 
of Anger indeed not fo ER ſo extravagant- 
ly —— , and leſs miſchievous than others ; 
but there is none which ries not. a great Diſtur- 
bance in the Mind, which does not drive out of 
it all ſweetneſs and bumanity, and. rob a Man of 
the bh part Nt himſelf: - it, mz Fans ſome flight 
and tranſrent i gran in the Breaſt ofa K-74 
Man, but it re Pojom of Fools... - 
But Riill t __ wh > ae Re of this v1 
temper only betweenMan andMan : They are m h 
more extenſive, jf we.gonſider him as a Member of 
Rs In That ſtate, they never fall on a parti- 
rſon, but at the ſame time they threaten 
nat the whole Community. - For. this rea: 
ſour, all Laws how much ſoever. they, congive at 
and overlook: the Excefles.of ſame. other- Paſſons,, 


have taken ſpecial Care to bridle this, as peculiar- 
ly tending to the deftruftion.of Gevernment it (elf: 


they have reſerv'd the avenging' of Injuris to the 
Magiſtrate alone, and. not abandened.the _ 
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_ ratively *tis often e 


of Metis. Perſons and Intereſts, and all the'Conve- 
niences of Life, for the ſake of which they enter'd 
into Society, to the Cruelty and Violence of furivus 
Men, by leaving the Sword of —_ in their harids: 
The Revenge therefore which Anger ſuggeſts to a 

rivate Man, is an Outrage to the Laws, anid-a 
vi" of all thoſe ſacred Bon4s which unite Men in 
the ſeveral forms of Government ; and where thoſe 
Laws are vigorouſly execnted, 'twould be as great 
a Madneſs and Folly to attempt it, as to think to 
fight it out with a whole Nation : For - the will of 
the whole centers in that of the Magiſtrate, His 
Judgment is the Judgment of the Community, and 
the Execution of it is attended with their Vnited 
Force. 

Neither is that Puniſhment, which Governours - 
inflict for the breach of their Laws, in a ſtriatly- 
moral ſenſe to be called, a Revenge, though figu- 
| in Scmpture ftt1'd fo; 
for proper Revenge 15 cruel brutiſh and malici- 
ous Motive, to reap our Satisfaion from the Pain 
and Vezation the ſuffers: But Laws carry 
no Paſſen or ill Nategy gjong with 'em ; the Good 
and Quiet of the Commanity, is the whole aim of 
their SandF:on, whether as they are a Rule to the 
Vertuous, or a T errour to evil Doers. | 


And 


REY 
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-Andiif Anger in all-its feveral Degreesand-Dreſ- 
ſes, whether of Malice or Clamoar,; Eoil-fpeaking or 
Revenge, be at ſuch mighty odds with: Keaſon'and 

ety ; how much-greater- then muſt the Oppoſ#- 
tion -be between 'T hat and'Chriftsamey; whoſe Do- 
&rine-is the moſt: exalted Renſen, and' whoſe State 
the moſt perfed# Soctety-that: scapableof?- 
' If Reaſon forbids it; as contrary to: our: tempo- 
ral Intere$t, and the ' procuring! that-Peace which: 
is neceflary to. our Own Preſervationy. as the Laws 
of Soczety do,. with relation to 'T hat-ef the Publick ; 
Chriſtianity adds- a+ much ſtronger inforcement to 
the Prohibition, from the 'regard /we owe to-our 
Own, and our Neighbour's Eternal Salvation, and 
to the Glory of God in both 3 which'1s the witimate, 
End of Us, and of all qur Facultits, 'and*Afrons. 
_ "This laſt and fulleſt Renelation of- the Will of 
God 'to the Sons of - Meng; as it gives thern:clearer 
Views of the Divine-Perfedions, cand thenee more 
diſtin and:ſuitable'Conceptions- of that.-Hanawr, 
and Worſhip which they quſtly- challenge > it 
heightens, and enlarges the-Proſpe& of '-thofe Da- 
ties which concern our Conver ſation towards" one ano- 
ther ; propoſes in them nobler-Amns,* unploys more 
convincing Motives,-and more eminent Examples z 
aflures more excellent Rewards, and more powerful 
Aſliftances to attain them; than any other Diſpen- 
' fation could diſcover, ar aftord.. = 
| is 
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Tis too narrow a :Conſederation for a Chriftian, 
to keep down.that-Vanizy .and Preſumption, which 
makes Men «touchy and captious ; by the Right 
that isin others: to-equal Pretenſrons. Not only the 
deep ſenſe of -his own./Meanneſs and Miſery makes 
- him acknowledge before Almighty God, That he 
:1s:nothing but 'Darkneſs:in his Underſtanding, Weak- 
.and.Inconſtancy, it not Perverſenef$, 1n his Will ; 
that his Life.1s @ vapour that paſſeth away : and tocry 
,out.to.him with the Prophet David, (as the L.XX. 
tranſlate it) My being is nothing before thee : but 
he .1s taught Kd to prefer others before himſelf. 
Let-nothing, ſays St. Paul, Phil. 2. 3. be done thro' 
ſtrife or vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let each 
efteem other better than themſelves. 

That Notion of Equality leaves room for inhiſt- 
ing on its Rights; and our Hearts may be too 
partial in adjuſting Our proportion : but to efteem 
each other better than our ſelves, is the ſure way to 
avoid deing any thing through ſtrife or vain-glory. 

Chriſtian Charity always gives us a high Opini 
of our Neighbour , as the: Fumility that attends it 
does a low one of our ſelves : and Provocation is as 
inconfiſtent with Eſteem, as Reſentment with a ſenſe 
of our :/-deſerving. "The Humble Man knows that 
Weakneſs or Fault he 1s deſpis'd or reproach'd for, 
is but one of thoſe many he ſees in himſelf; that 
God ſees yet infinitely more than he does ; and that 


there 
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there is no compariſon to be made between what 
he is, and -what he juſtly might be condemn'd 
for ; even when he is injur'd without ground, the 
Caſe 1s ftill the fame with him: He knows in- 
deed, there's a Miſtake in the particular Founda- 
tion of that ſlight, which is thrown upon him 
but the Errour 1s of too much Advantage to him, 
to move him to Anger : If he, who injures him 
now, faw the whole maſs of - his real Failings; 
what he ſuffers wrongfully , would be the leaſt 
of 'the Contempt he muſt expe& to lie un- 
der. In a word, Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind ; 
Charity envieth not, waunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed 
up, doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſzeketh not ber 
own, is not eaſily provoked , thinketh ny evil, beareth 
all things, believeth all things , hopeth all things, en- 
 dureth all things. Charity 1s fo far from wronging 
others, . that 1t teaches Forbearance-; makes a Man 
patient, and not revengeful of Injuries : abaſes all 
fooliſh Elation of Mind, Ambition and Offtentation 
Pride and Inſolence, in overvaluing Our Selves, and 
deſpiſeng Others ; and permits not a- Man to fall 
into immoderate violent DiStempers of Anger, up- 
on whatever Provocation. Charity behaves not it 
ſelf unſeemly, breaks not out into opprobriousCor- 
tumelies, and diſgraceful 111 Language. As Anger, 
under the Goſpel, is interpreted Murther, fo there 
is a Murther of the Tongue, as well as of the 
 G Heart, 
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Heart or Hand ; and both are brought under the 
breach of the Sizth Commandment , as. our Saviour 
interprets the obligation of it. 

"Tis certainly againſt reaſon to be tranſported be- 
yond it, as it isagainſt our Intereſt to provoke new 
Injuries by revenging old ones :: 'twere more for 
our advantage to overcome an Enemy by a ſofter 
management, than- to make him more implacably 
ſo, by the bitterneſs of our Oppoſition. But theſe 
are Motives ſhallow and temporal, that concern 
only This Life and the quiet of it : The Goſpel 
conſiders.us with relation to Eternity ; looks on 
us as. Members of a Society which 1s to have no 
end, and by that means join'd to Chrift who is the 
head of it ; as Heirs of the ſame Hopes and Promi- 
ſes, and united to one another by ſo many Relati- 
ons reſulting thence, as leave no room for our re- 
flecting on thoſe petty Circumſtances wherein we 
differ, or being exaſperated by thoſe trifling ſhort- 
liv'd Intereſts, wherein our Paſſions wou'd concern : 
us, or which our unenlighten'd reaſon might pro-. 
voke us to ſet a value on : all the-provocation it al- 
lows us, is to love and to good works, and all the Vi- 
Fory it recommends to us, 1s- to overcome-- evil with 

ood. T he defire of revenge is ſuch a Sin as cannot- 
ask to be Pardon'd, nor has our Lord's own Prayer 
(though the fulleſt and moſt comprehenfive) any 
Petition, for. forgiveneſs of our treſoaſſes, but as we - 
forgive them that treſpaſs. again$t us. Indeed. 
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Indeed the whole ſcope and aim of the Law of 
Chrift, is to take away all Enmities and the Seeds 
of 'em out of the World 3 to reconcile Man to 
God, to himſelf, and toall Men: To God, by 
appeafing His Anger, with the blood of his Son ; 
to Himſelf, by freeing him from the dominion of 
his turbulent and unruly Paſſions ; and to Men,by 
inſpiring him with that perfe& Charity, which muſt 
needs tame and ſoften the moſt bitter Spirits. 
"I 'was eafier for the Son of God to dy, then that 
the Anger of his Father ſhou'd be unaton'd ; and 
his whole Life was one continu'd Example of 
Meekneſs and Patience, and forgiveneſs of Inju- 
ries : Who when be was revil'd, revil'd not again, | 
be ſuffer d be threatn'd not , but committed himſelf to 
him that judgeth righteouſly. And all this he " er'd 
for us, leaving us an Example that we ſhou'd follow bis 
ſteps. He ſuffer'd all the contradictions of Sinners ; 
and receiv'd, without diſturbance, all the Afﬀronts, 
and Reproaches, that the Malice, or Raſhneſs, or 
Folly of Man cou'd throw upon him : andeven at 
his Death put up to his Father ſuch earneſt Prayers 
for his Perſecutors, as in a very ſmall time after 
bronght many thouſands of 'em to a State of Salva- 
tion.; according to that moſt Excellent Precept of 
his own. Matt. 5. 44. Love your Enemies, bleſs them 
that curſe you, do good to them that bate you, and pray 
for them which deſpitefully _ and perſecute you. 
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The Motive, which the Goſpe! employs even 
here in the Text, is ſuch, as methinks, yo Rea- 


ſon or Humanity is able to refit; Be ye kind one to 


another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Chris ſake bath forgiven you. What can 
induce us to ph Forgiveneſs cannot ? Are 
we higher than God, that -we ſhould be more 
implacably offended'than He ? Is the diftance be- 
tween us Fellow-Creatures comparable to that be- 
tween GOD and the mightieft of Men, that the 
Indignity ſhould make the Afront more unpardon- 
able? Is our Brother more under our Power, 
than We are under that of the Almighty ? Or 
are his Offences more numerous, or leſs capable 
of Reparation? Do we owe Ten thouſand T alents 
to our Lord, and can we take our Fellow-Ser- 
vant by the throat for a Hundred Pence * We muſt 
unavoidably own, as well as ſuffer, the Juſtice of 
his Sentence, if he deliver us over to the Tormentors 
till we pay the utmoſt farthing : for there's no deny- 
ing, but that we ought ny th had compaſſion on our 
fellow-ſervant, even as our Lord had pity upon us. 

St. Paul1ndeed had reafon to preſs this Argument, 
as being moſt ſenfibly under the force of its Con- 
viction. Of all thoſe, whom, out of his great 
Mercy, God had called to the Knowledge of his 
Fruth, no one was found in ſuch provoking Cir- 
cumſtances: He was a profeſs'd and bitter Enemy 


to 
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to the Name of Jeſus, many of the Saints did be ſhut 
up” in priſon, and when they were put to death, he 
gave bis woice againſt them ; puniſhd them oft in eve- 
ry Synagougue, compelled them to bla5pbeme ; and, be- 
ing exceedingly mad againſt them, be perſecuted them 
4 == fironge C —_— was ”- even iſ | 
eat out t n ev. 
the Diſciples of the Lord. ia the —_—- of 
his Rage againſt God and: his: Church. wherr he 
w_ 5 going to Damaſcus, with Letters from the High 
impowering him-to ſuch. as he found 
that Way Fund ts forum God, _ an 
niſhing Voice from Heaven, ſoftens his Heart, 
| his Sins, and calls him to -preach that 
ardon-to the Gentiles ; himſelf being an amazing 
Inſtance of it, and a preſſing Evidence of their Ob- 
ligation to forgrve one another, 

Nor could that Ezbortation of his in the Pro- 
ceſs of his Mifhon have ſo much force out of any 
other Mouth. By the Rage he was tranſported 
with before his Conzerfron, we may perceive . his 
natural Temper was none of the meekett';: and 
after it, no Man, according to the Principles of 
Fleſh and Blood, " had tore Reaſon to be provo- 
ked toReſentment thanHe had. NoMan was more 
outragiouſly affronted , or more cruelly and un- 
juſtly perſecuted ; by his own - Nation ,. by falſe 
Brethren, even by Them, whoſe Eternal dra 
he 
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he was ſpending himſelf to advance ; im ſtripes 
above meaſure, in priſons frequent : ſo that if Ad- 
vice can have any force from the Difintereſtedneſs 
of it , ſurely this hath ſtrength enough for our 
Conviction ; for there is no Man, according to 


all humane Appearance, could have more Reaſon 


to-preach the contrary Dofrine, had 1t been true ; 
to give the reins to his Anger,in returning thoſe In- 


juries, or to maintain the Lawfulneſs of doing ſo. 


In this Light his Ezhortation needs no additionary 
Strength. Let me beg leave only, by way of Ap- 
plication, to bring it home to Our Selves. 


And in the Name of God then,let us confider,to 
what good end we can imploy theſe unruly Paſh- 
ons, We, who give our ſelves up ſo intitely to their 
boyſterous Condud, that there's ſcarce any thing 
elſe we can be ſaid to agree in ? 'Tis obſerv'd by - 
One, of ſome Note among our Enemies, who very 
well knew the meaſures that were taking for our 
deſtruction,and propoſes the great facility of effect- 
ing it from the truth of his obſervation ; That we 
hate one another, and are in continual diviſion, either 
about Religion, or about the Government. Since it is 
Now our Happyneſs to have thoſe two very great 


" and concerning Intereſts united , which ſo long 


have driven difterent ways ; we have a double tye 
upon us, to defeat the Hopes of our Adverſaries, 


by 


before the QUEEN. 23 
by laying afide our Animoſities about Either, leaft 
they prove in the end the ruin of Both. For, as 
to Religion, there are no greater Enemies in the 
World to its Life and Force, than the bitter 
Contentions we have raisd about it. We have 
quarrell'd fo long and eagerly on the Subje, that 
the very ſubſtance of it is almoſt loſt-in the ſcuffle : 
and have ſtarted fuch Multitudes of Diſputes and 
Controverhies, as have left almoſt nothing clear or 
certain, eſpecially to ſuch as wou'd fain not have 
. reaſon to Believe thoſe Dodtriges, which they 
wou'd fain have no reaſon-to Obey. 

The fierceneſs and virulency wherewith theſe 
Diſputes have been. carried on, are no leſs the 
Scandal than. a Breach of our common Chrifti- 
anity,nay even of Fumanity it ſelf. No Reproaches 
have. been too ſcandalous or impertinent to the 
Queſtion, no Rewilings too ſevere and contemptu- 
ous, no Calumnies too falſe and ſpiteful, nor any 
Langyage or Arts too foul and unmanly to be im- 
ployed in theſe Religious Conflifts : as it the very 
Pretence to Religion were a Diſpenſation from all 
the Tyes of it; and an impudent Afedtation of 
Concern for its Truths, were a. ſufficient Excuſe 
for the Breach of its Duties. Even where the ſtrict- 
eſt Regard to Decency would be expeRted, where 
even good Manners to the Lookers on ſhould make 
Men ſtanch and reſerv'd in the Treatment of an 
Adverſary, 


24 


iris Preach 4 


Adverſary , that has any Pretence to Learning' or 
Vertue : .In the Combats of the Pen, a bitter Ma- 
lignity reigns without controul , fights the Devil's 
Battels under the Banner of our Saviour; and, 
not content to poiſon the preſent Age, with an un- 
exampl'd Barbarity, raiſes laſting Monuments of 
Scandal to thoſe which are ts come. This fort of 
Management may make ſport enough to the Ene- 
mies of all Religion, but 1 know not how They can 
be thought.any Friends to it, who afford 'em the 
very unſeemly-and ill-naturd Diverfion. / 
There will always be difterent Thoughts of Re- 
kgion, as long as there are different Apprehenſtons 
among Men; and whoever duly confiders the 
great Difhculty of attaining that ſtrength and 
firmneſs of Attention, that intire Liberty of the 


Mind, by which its Afﬀent is ſuſpended, till a 


clear and certain Evidence ſhall juſtly claim it 
In a word, that Freedom from Pafhon, Prejudice, 
and Intereſt, which 1s neceſfary to ground a cer- 
tain Conclufion in any thing that is diſputed ; will 
ſee more reaſon to pity, than be angry at the Er- 
rours of other Men : and where they are of con- 
ſequence to any of the Fundamentals of the Goſpel, 
in meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, 


if God peradventure will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging the truth. 


Men 
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Men are ſo naturally wedded to their own Opi- 
nions, that 'tis generally a ſhrewd Mortificati 
to ſhew them they are miſtaken; and there are 
very few can take any pleaſure in the Diſcovery :- 
if we have a Love for Truth, or. the Souls of 
Men, we ought to ſoften that Averfion which in- 
diſpoſes them to receive it, by. all the artful Gen- 
tleneſs and Condeſcenſion, that. it's capable of being 
propos'd with. A Railer cannot convince, nor 
an angry Man perſwade, neither will Men be 
jcer'd or heftor'd out of their Errours and Miſtakes. 
When we indiſcreetly,or furiouſly exaſperate their 
Minds, we ſhut 'em againſt the Truth, and their 
Hearts againſt.our ſelves, -and ſo deſtroy all Cha- 
rity, which is the Life of Religion. 

or are our Civil Diflentions leſs ſcandalous 

and prejudicial to Government, than our Religious 
Bickerings to Piety and Vertue ; or the means of 
carrying 'em on, leſs bitter and malicious. Some 
are not content to accept of Deliverance, but 
even quarrel and fall out with their Preſervation ; 
and even of thoſe who would be thought to re- - 
ceive it with Acknowledgment enough, there are 
but too many who ſeem defirous to leflen the - 
Number. Every Party among us would pretend 
to engroſs all the Merit of Obedience. to it ſelf, 
| excluſive of all others ; and the Diſputes on this 


Head are not more common, than they are hr 
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and rovoking. *Twere well the Pretence were as 
as it would ſeem, though ſurely 'tts not much 


the wiſer for being ſo confining. But 'tis rather to 


be fear'd , that particular Intereſt, and a mutual 

reſſion are the only real Aims at the bottom of 
ſuch Difſtin&ions ; while the very Name of Party 
is induſtriouſly and very revengefully kept up 
among us, to the apparent Hazard of reducing us 
back again to all that Diſorder and Confuſion, from 
which we have been ſo wonderfully refcu'd. In the 
mean time, the Common Enemies of both our Re- 
ligious and Civil Rights, are intent more than e- 
nough to widen 6ur Differences, and watchful to 
find their Account in our Divifions. When the 
Enemy is at the Gate, 'tis time, one wou'd think, 
to be united ; but we have never had the ſenſe to 
do ſo, till he was enter'd the City. 


God grant that we may all know, and do in this our day, 
the things that belong to our Peace ; to the Quiet 
and Security both of our Religion and Government : 
That we may be ſlow to anger, ready to forgive, 
overcoming evil with good, ſpeaking evil of no 
man, and, by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek 
for Glory, and Honour and Eternal Life, thro” the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd,as is moſt 
due, all Glory, Honour, Power, Might, MajeSty, 
and Dominion, now and I ever. 

FINIS. 


BOOKS Printed for, and Sold by Thomas Bennet is 
St. PauPs Church-Tard. 


Thene Oxonienſes : Or, An exa@t Hiſtory of all the 
Writers and Biſhops, who have had their Education - 
in the Univerſity of Oxford; from 1500 to the end of 1690, 
Repreſenting the Birth, Fortunes, Preferments, and Death of 
all thoſe Authors and Prelates ; the'great Accidents of their 
Lives; with the Fate and Cheratter of their Writings : The 
Work being ſo Compleat, that no Writer of Note of this 
Nation, for near two hundred Years paſt, is omitted. Two 
Volumes in Folio. | 

A New Hiſtorical Relation of the Kingdom of Siam, by . 
Monſieur de 1s Losbere, Envoy Extraordinary from the French 
King, to the King of Siam, in the Years 1687, and 1688, 
Wherein a full and curious Account is given of their Nate- 
ral Hiſtory, as alſo of their Arithmetick and other Matheme> 
tick Learning. In Two Tomes, Illuſtrated with Sculptures. 
Danes en my _ Torch Society. wry | 

» Pocock's on the Pro I, Micah, 
and Malachi. Folio. yo 

A Criticel Hiſtory of the Text, and Verſions of the New 
Teſtament ; wherein is firmly Eſtabliſhed the Trath of thoſe 
As on which the Fonndation of Chriſtian Religion is laid : 
In Two Parts. By Father Simon, of the Oratory. Together 
with a Refutation of ſuch Paſſages as ſeem contrary to the 
Dottrine and Prafice of the Church of England. Quarto. 

A Defence of the Church of England, from the Charge of 
Schiſm and Hereſie, as laid againſt it by the Vindication of the 
__— Biſhops. Quarto. 

welve Sermons upon ſeveral Occaſions, by R. Soath, D.D, 
Six of them never before Printed. Ocavo. | 

Sermons and Oar on ſeveral Occaſions,by G.Stradling, 
D.D. late Dean of Chicheſter. Never before printed: together 
with an Account of the Author. Otavo. 


